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CITYOF YACHATS

NEWSLETTER
YACHA75Cm COUNCILVISION

Our village is a place where natural resources are valued and protected, where diversity is
celebrated/ and where a vibrant economy and sense of community pride create and recreate a
living spirit. Yachats cares not just for its citizens' basic needs but also supports them in their
efforts to excel mentally, physically/ artistically, and spiritually. It is a community with an
enduring sense of itself. Adopted: April 2, 2009

time for comments and questions. And, we will
conclude the event with the always-beautiful
CAKE, to celebrate who we are and to spur us on

Mayor's Message
By Gerald Stanley, Mayor Gerald@yachatsmail.org

into the future.

I am writing this message on one of those days
when the weather can't decide if it wants to be

Speaking of inviting citizens to give the City ideas,
thoughts and expectations, many of you know that
Councilor Greg Scott is almost daily in the Green
Salmon around lunch time, and always ready to
listen to your ideas. My weekly coffee times and
monthly supper times have proved most enjoyable
and worthwhile. Given the odd fantasies I might
have had about being Mayor, I can tell you that I
am definitely not dealing with great crowds filling
restaurants! But meeting one or two people each
time has given me the opportunity to meet some
very interesting folks and give them the time to
share their thoughts for 45 minutes to an hour.

winter or spring. The predicted 65-mile-an-hour
winds have decided not to show up.
I want to start my comments by talking about an
event which will take place in April. Sunday, April 9
is the day we will present the 2017 State of the
City, beginning at 2:00pm (you might note that this
day is neither Easter nor Passover).
For these past years, this event has always been on
the last Sunday in January, but with my coming on
board as Mayor just in early January, it did not
seem to be a good idea to have the event so soon

after my "arrival". One of the things I learned, and
something you may not know, is that Ron Brean
took the lead at this event, NOT in his capacity as
Mayor, but rather as the City's administrative
head. Prior to the City hiring a City Administrator
(now Manager), Ron was wearing both caps, and
thus giving a tremendous amount of time to his
two commitments. The State of the City was the
time to catch us all up on what we accomplished in
the past year and how we think we're doing now.

I'm keeping a list of people's concerns, and right
now I have six separate topics with one "vote"
each. Passing remarks seem clearly and mostly to
concern the Dollar General Store, so I'm guessing
that's the main topic at the dinner table or
wherever around the village, so far for 2017.
So just a thought: whereas it makes sense to say
that city governance with its formal meaning takes
place during the meetings of the City Council or in
the decisions of the City Manager, in a broader
sense, city governing begins in the conversations
of citizens wherever they take place. We are ALL in
the activity of "agenda building". That's what being

The main presentation at the State of the City will
thus be given by Joan Davies, our City Manager.
Details of the meeting will be determined by the
City Council, but we are certainly interested in any
ideas you as citizens may have to add to the value

a citizen is about. So when a citizen shares an idea

with an "official governing person", whereas they
might say, "I am just 'sharing an idea'", I respond,
"No, you are helping to develop an agenda". Take

and interest of the event. I will want to introduce

and thank all the many staff and volunteers who
keep our village going. I think we will be doing a
kind of push to involve interested citizens in joining
one or other of the volunteer groups. There will be

a moment to consider what that feels like.

To share ideas with me, see my March schedule:
~^r-
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www. vachatsdocuments. info

Water is Life

OFFICE HOURS
Mon/Wed/Fri
12:30p-4:30p
Exceptions in March when I have conflicts:

By Greg Scott, Council President

We are more likely to talk

Mar 6; Mar. 10; March 17-20; Mar. 31 not in office

about water when it is falling

NO-HOST COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR:
Wednesdays or Thursdays from 8:00a-9:30a
Mar. 2 Bread & Roses
Mar. 15 Drift Inn

^^
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on our heads, than we are
when it falls from a faucet in

MaL_9. _Green Salmon
Mar. 23 Bread & Roses

our house. In general, we

Mar. 29 Driftjnn

tend to take our clean water

NO-HOST LIGHT SUPPER WITH THE MAYOR:
One Thursday each month from 5:00p-6:30p

for granted. Consider that
one out of nine people on our planet lacks access
to safe drinking water. In developing countries,
80% of illnesses are directly related to poor water
and sanitation conditions. The simple reality is
that we are far more likely to value something

Mar. 29 - Drift Inn (W. 4th & Hwv 101)
(Any restaurant or group interested in hosting
these events, please contact Mayor Stanley)

after we don't have it.

COMMITTEES/COMMISSIONSSEATS
STILLOPEN ON SOME COMMITTEES

As Yachats continues to grow and our summers
become drier, the availability of water has become
a key priority for the City Council. For the past
three years, the City has focused on several water

We still have a number of seats on various

committees that are vacant, if you are interested
in serving the community in such a position. They
serve by reviewing issues and providing input to
Council. Regular attendance at monthly meetings
required. Contact City Hall, if you are interested.

areas. A water monitoring program was

implemented that tracks flow rates on the Yachats
River, so we have a clear record when flow rates

decline. Water treated at the plant that fails to be
delivered because of leaks in pipes has been a
problem. At one point five years ago, the City lost
50% of the water produced. Today, we deliver a

COUNCILCONNECTION
City Cound! meets the first Wednesday of the
month at 9:30am and the second Wednesday of
the month at2;00pm in Room 1, The Commons,
441 Hwy 101N, in Yachats. Public is welcome.

little over 90% of the water. One factor in our

"efficiency" calculation was aging water meters
that failed to properly record the amount of water
delivered. The City now replaces the oldest and

Yachats City Council has changed its meeting dates

largest water meters more frequently to address it.

to the first Wednesday of each month at 9:30am

(work session with small regular meeting section, if
needed) and the second Wednesday of each
month at 2:00pm (regular meeting for taking
action). As has been the practice in the past, they
may schedule council meetings in the evening for
the convenience of the public, as topics may arise.

To help the community understand both water
demand and delivery efficiency cycles, a series of
graphs are being developed. All of the water
reports (graphs) will be on-line and available to the
public. Initially, only the water demand graphs are
visible. We will add a water efficiency report as
soon as possible. One additional graph under
development will show water consumption for

A public network upgrade of up to $3, 000 was
approved for the community system that was put
into effect about eight years ago. The City's Wi-Fi
system in the downtown core is a collaborative
effort between local businesses and the City. Local
businesses pay for the DSL service every month,
while the City provides the networking hardware

every property that has water
service. To locate most of the

reports on the City web site, go to
YachatsOregon.org, and click on the

<^<*

"Reports" link menu item. The

"Water Data" link for the actual reports is near the

and centrally manages the service.

bottom of the drop-down menu.

'v-3f
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PUBLICWORKS- WORKSFORYOU

Yachats Lunch Bunch +55
By Gerald Stanley

Sewer Maintenance on Main Wastewater Lines

541-547-4509

At the Lions Ctub at 344 W, 4 Street

The City's primary responsibility for the sewer
system is to maintain unobstructed wastewater
flow in the collection system. To accomplish this,
the City routinely cleans sewer lines and performs
preventive maintenance and repairs. If you see a
pump station or a sewer manhole overflowing,
please notify the City at (541)547-3565, ASAP!

They will be serving:

Sewer Stoppages

Lunch Bunch is at Yachats Lions Club at noon on

When a stoppage occurs, contact the City of
Yachats at (541)547-3565, Mon-Fri 8:30am -

Thursday, March 30. Suggested donation: $5. 00.

We welcome Mary Goff as our Guest Chef, along
with Assistant Chef Bassinia Robinett, on Mar. 30.

Baked ham, scalloped potatoes
Mixed vegetables, rolls and cherry cobbler

More Yachats Ladies Club

4:30pm. The City will assess the stoppage to

determine if the blockage is on the City's side of
the sewer line or the homeowner's side. The City

history, over 90 years

will clear blockages that occur in the main sewer

The following fun look back at Yachats
history is contributed by Sandy Dunn:

line, but the homeowner is responsible for

blockages that occur in the private sewer lateral,
located between main sewer line and the dwelling.

For many years, the Ladies

church services. The Lions Club, Chamber of

system is the

Commerce, American Legion, Odd Fellows Lodge,

responsibility of
the property

Rod & Gun Club, Yachats Boosters, Men's

Fellowship, League of Women Voters and VFW
used the hall for their meeting and fundraisers.
Many couples wed in front of the old stone
fireplace; reunions, wakes and funerals were
common uses of the building. The fireplace was
built by a member's husband, Mr. Stonefield, in

owner? Check
before you buy!

Hwy 101 Project tentative schedule
Updates on www.YachatsOreBon.org

September 1929.

Pour driveway - market

Dances held every Saturday night were the chief

Excavate wall - market

Prep sidewalks east side of 101
Wall construction

03/02-03/03
03/06-03/08

3 Street move power vault
4 Streetwaterline extension

03/06-03/09

Drivewayat Tapper's

03/09-03/11

2n Street ADA ramp island at Beach Street
3 Street water line extension

a

Club was the only place in

sewer lateral

02/28-03/01
02/28-03/03

(%

Yachats available for community meetings, and it
was much in demand. On Sundays, the hall was
used on alternate weeks by two ministers for

Did you know
that a private

02/28

^^41

source of income in the 1930s and 40s. Various

musicians rented the club, usually on a 30-70%
basis, but the ladies club ran the ticket booth,
checkroom and the concessions for food and soda.
The musicians furnished their
own floor wax and were also

supposed to keep order. At
times this must have been a bit

FREE WOOD CHIPS ARE AVAILABLEONCE

difficult, as windows were

AGAIN ALONG THE SOUTH SIDEOFW. 4THSTREET,

broken now and then, doors

JUST WEST OF CITY HALL. THE CHIPS ARE FIR,
MIXED WITH OTHER TREE TYPES. PLEASE CLEAN

pulled off hinges, and repairs had to be made.

UP AFTER YOURSELF WHEN FINISHED LOADING.

www. YachatsOregon. org for local info
~^y
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Commons and 501 Building Events

Volunteer artists needed

By Lean Sterner, Facilities Manager
541-547-272-4213 leonsterner@gmail. com

Local artists and designers who are interested in
volunteering their talent are invited to attend a
preliminary meeting Wed., March 15 at 7pm in the
kitchen (Room 5) at The Commons, concerning a
plan to create a series of art banners to be hung on
the new street light posts along Hwy 101.

Ahead of time, I want to thank everyone who will
make changes to their scheduled events in the
Commons during the month of March. We have
two large, important projects the Friends of the
Commons will implement in upcoming weeks.

The canvas banners will measure 24"x40" with a

One is the replacement of the fluorescent fixtures
in the multi-purpose room and Room 8. The new
LED fixtures will provide better and more versatile

rounded end, and designs will be applied with
acrylics, under the theme "Yachats - Home of the
World's Largest Ocean", which will be silkscreened on the back. The group is hoping to
obtain at least 18 entries for display on the new
light posts along the highway corridor. Entries are

lighting in these rooms. However, while All Electric

are removing the old and installing the new
fixtures, there can be no public access to the north
end of The Commons, due to safety concerns.

limited to those folks who live within about 20

The plan is to have

new lighting in place
for the upcoming
Artistic Quilt Show

miles ofYachats, in an effort to keep it "local".

L'. ;.*i:'"'::.,"a
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Friends of the Commons and City of Yachats are
sponsoring the project, and costs of materials will
be supported by a recently-awarded grant from
the Lincoln County Cultural Coalition, as well as
supplemented by FYCs own Artists Fund. There
will be no monetary prizes, but chosen banners will
be displayed throughout the summer and then
auctioned off in the fall at a fund-raising banquet,
with proceeds go to next year's banner project.
Yachats artist Mike Guerriero is in charge of the
project. Please email mguerroiSpeak. org or meet
Mike on March 15 at 7pm, The Commons.

March 10-12.
And in the south end

of the building, we are installing new carpet tiles.
These will replace the thread-worn green carpeting
in the hallways and in the council room. Both of
these projects will affect the regularly-scheduled
events. Thanks to everyone for being flexible.
The Friends are also working on a project to
purchase 14 new round banquet tables to replace
the old and compromised wooden ones that have

SEEATTACHEDCALENDARFORLOCALEVENTS,INCLUDING:

served us well for many, many years. New tables
will be made of lighter weight materials (easier to
handle) and have sturdy, commercial grade legs
and hinges. Some of the older banquet tables
(ones with good hardware intact) will be moved to
the 501 building for events there. We are also
purchasing 50 new folding chairs for the 501, and a
space-saving chair storage rack. We are going to

Sun, March 5 at 2pm in The Commons
Vintage song/dance movie will be shown, donations welcome
Fri-Sat-Syn, March 10-11-12 at IQam-Spm in The Commons
First biennial art quilt show, multi-purpose room

Polly Plumb Production; $5 daily entry donation
Sat, Mar. 25 lOam-Spm; Sun., Mar. 26 til 4pm, The Commons

47 Annual Arts and Crafts Show, mufti-purpose room
Sat-Sun. March 25-26 at 10am-3pm at Yachats Ladies Club

15 Annual Spring Bazaarand Luncheon, 286 W. 3 Street
Thursday, March 30 at 12:00pm at Yachats Lions Club

acquire 10 stand-up cabaret tables to be used for

LunchBunchfor 55andover, $5donation,344 W.4 Street

reception events like wedding receptions where
refreshments and hors d'oeuvres are served.

Ocean Artistrv Art Quilt Show March 10-12

Remember to visit GoYachats.com for scheduling

The show theme is "Gems of the Ocean", with

for The Commons and 501. Click on "Events" tab to

more than 100 juried art quilt entries from

go to the Community Calendar for both buildings

Australia, Belgium, Canada, UK and all over the US.

and the greater community. You can reserve a

March 10-12, from 10am-5pm in The Commons
multi-purpose room. Many entries are for sale.

room or facility on line. Call me if you need help.
~<y
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Trail. Planning for the design and placement of two

Yachats Public Library

more signs south of the bridge is still in process.
560 W. 7'" Street
Mon/Fri 12p-4p
Wed
12p-6p

541-547-3741
Tue/Thu 12p-5p
Sat
10a-4p

We are making progress in planning a replacement
for the Amanda Bridge that was washed away last

By Jane Shay, Library Volunteer

winter. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department

Mark Your Calendars:

Friends of Yachats Library Book Sale!

(OPRD) is submitting two proposals for geo-tech

Friends of the Yachats Library's annual book sale at

evaluation and will keep the project moving as

the Yachats Commons on Friday, March 31 and

quickly as possible, in order to meet the August

Saturday, April 1, 10:00am to 4:00pm both days.

deadline for FEMA funding.

We have a huge collection of books this year on a
broad range of topics: biographies, history,
cooking, gardening, philosophy, travel, self-help,
mysteries, general fiction and children's books.

The next big community event coming up will be
National Trails Day (NTD) on June 3. NTD is a
nationwide celebration of America's magnificent
trail system, and occurs annually on the first

We also have audio books and DVD movies.

Saturday in June. It features a series of outdoor

Friday, the hard cover and trade paperbacks cost
$1 and regular paperbacks are 50 cents. Rare and
coffee table books are individually priced.
Saturday is "bag day". Bring a plastic grocery bag
and fill it for $4. Bring your own cloth library bag
and fill it for $3. You may purchase empty library
bags for $2. Proceeds from the sales are used to
buy books, equipment, and supplies for the library.
We will accept donated books for this year's sale
up to a week before the sale. Donations that come
after that will be saved for next year.

activities throughout the country designed to
promote and celebrate the importance of trails.
Locally, we will be collaborating with our Siuslaw
National Forest colleagues on a plan for exploring
trails at Cape Perpetua with an emphasis on the
importance of volunteer help in maintaining them.
Activities include guided walks on the Discovery,
Amanda and oceanfront trails. This will be a great
-and very fun-volunteer opportunity, so put it
on your calendar now and watch for more details.

We can use volunteers to help set up on Thursday,
March 30 before the sale. We also need help to
take down afterward. Come by the library or call

As a reminder, you'll always be warmly welcomed
at any Trails and YIPS! work session. They are held
at 10:00 a. m. on the first and third Saturdays of

us at 541-547-3741 to sign up for an hour or two.

each month respectively, followed by a friendly

We need you! The library depends on volunteers!

gathering at the Drift Inn to celebrate work well

Trails Committee News

done.

By Jan Brown, Communications leader
541. 547. 4927 or espressobrown@)gmail. com

For more information, and to sign up for e-mail

While winter storms have forced

notifications, contact any one of us via phone or

cancellation of several Trails and

email or check out our Web site at www. vachatstraiis. orE
.

YIPS (Yachats Invasive Plants Subcommittee) work

Joanne Kittel, Leader, Development Committee & Amanda
Trail 541. 547. 3144 or inkittel@)peak. Q]Tg

sessions recently, we are looking forward to

.

getting back on the trails this month, and have a

Loren Dickinson, Leader, Trails Crew at 541-547-4559
or loren. dickinson@gmail. com

.

busy spring and summer schedule planned.

Wally Orchard, Leader, YIPS! at 541. 547. 5474
or worchard@peak. orR

.

In March, three interpretive signs depicting the

Bob Langley, Co-Leader for Trails and YIP5! Crews
boblanfilev@lindabob.

cultural history of the Ya'Xaik people who once

.

com

Jan Brown, Leader, Communications at 541. 547. 4927
or espressobrown@gmail.

lived in this area will be installed along the Ya'Xaik
.
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MARCH 2017
SUNDAY

Happy St. Patrick's Day!

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
8a Tal Chl
501
9:3oa CouncilWork ^Rmi
lOa

Exercise Class

Ip

Art in Kitchen Rm 5

6p

8a

Community Yoga

501
loa

2p Vintage song/dance

Tai Chi

loa

Exercise Class

501

8a Community Yoga

501

MP

movie at The Commons

Zumba®

MP

7p

Big Band Dance

MP

8a Community Yoga

501

10

Donations appreciated

6p Zumba®

6p Open/HonestNA Rm 5
7p Ping pong

MP

3p

Whiffle ball

Ua ART QUILTSHOW MP

loa

Exercise Class

501

$5 entry donation
10a-5p
Food/drink for sale

501

MP

6p Open/HonestNA Rm 5
Ping pong

2p EmergencyPlan Rm i
3p PublicWorksCorn Rm i

Rm 8

20

$5 entry donation
10a-5p

2p

Council Meeting Rm 1

Tai Chi

lOa

Exercise Class

6p Zumba®

501

8a
Ip

501

MP

MP
Rm 8

6p

501

Exercise Class

lOa-Sp
Food/drink for sale

MP

17

8a CommunityYoga
iia Gentle Yoga

Zumba®

MP

3p

County Board
Rm i
of Commissioners

501
501

Parks/Commons
Comm Meeting Rm i

loa

18
Exercise Class

MP

lOa

Exercise Class

5:30p Co-Ed Bunko

Rm 8

-9:30p

Rm 5

24

23
Tai Chi

6p
7p Conversation

MP

Art in Kitchen Rm 5

8a

Ip

ART QUILT SHOW

100+art quilt display
$5 entry donation

Food/drink for sale

16
Ta; Chi

lOa

MP

22

8a Community Yoga

6p Open/HonestNA Rm 5
7p Ping pong

Rm 5

Zumba®

7p Banner Artists

21

8a

MP

Art in Kitchen

6p
6p Zumba®

ART QUILT SHOW

ip

lOa

lOa Library Commission Rm 1

7p

19

8a Community Yoga

MP

100+art quilt display

lOa

11
100+ art quiit display

15

14
Tai Chi

MP

MP

Rm 8

13
8a

501

lOa Finance Comm Rm 1

6p

12

Tai Chi

lOa Exercise

8:3oa Marketing Comm Rm i

Info: 541-272-4213

8a

MP

MP

8
8a

Exercise Class

501

8a Community Yoga

25

501

MP

loa

Exercise Class

MP

lOa
-5p

47'" Annual Original
Arts & Crafts Fair

MP

Art in Kitchen Rm 5

Zumba®

lOa 15 AnnualSpringCrafts

MP

Racism Rm 8

-3p

Bazaar and Luncheon

Ladies Club 286 W. 3rd St.
(also next weekend)

26

27

lOa 47'" Annual Original

8a

Tai Chi

-4p

lOa

Exercise Class

Arts & Crafts Fair MP

8a Community Yoga

-3p

15L

"

Annual

Spring

6p Zumba®

6p Open/HonestNA Rm 5

Luncheon

7p Ping pong

Ladies Club 286 W. 3rd St.
(also next weekend^

Rm 8

3p

Planning Comm
Meeting

Lunch Bunch

Exercise Class

MP

LIONS

3444 Street CLUB

Planning Comm
Work Session

31
loa

ll:30a

MP

Crafts Bazaar and

30

501

MP

2p
lOa

29

28
501

Rm 1

5:30p Co-Ed Bunko

-9:30p
Rm 1

Rm 8

No fragrances or
Chemicals in City buildings

